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Synopsis

Idyllwild, California, is an extraordinary mountain village. On weekends and holidays, it hosts a flood
of visitors. Many are drawn by its reputation as an arts community; more come simply to savor the
serenity of the surrounding forested wilderness. Residents treasure Idyllwild’s quiet isolation from
the trappings of suburban life and its sense of familiarity and community, a throwback to small-town
America early in the 20th century. Modern technologies keep Ildyllwild in touch with society at large,
but the village has avoided the industrialized recreation and tourism that has urbanized so many ski
and lake resorts. Idyllwild’s character stems historically from its striking recovery from the depths of
the Great Depression and World War Il.Contemporary photographers John Drake and Rebecca
Frazier lead a tour of the Idyllwild area’s familiar places and events, while writer Robert B. Smith
iluminates their significance with explanatory text and comparative historic images from the archive

of the Idyllwild Area Historical Society, illustrating both continuity and change.
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Customer Reviews

"The idea for the book originated in 2013, Frazier said. She and Drake have been digitizing the
museumAg¢a -4a,¢s photo collection for several years and then got curious about the contemporary
view of some of the historic locations. The book includes 44 photos of historic structures, as well as

many landscape views." Idyllwild Town Crier

JOHN DRAKE and REBECCA FRAZIER are freelance photographers and videographers who have



worked as "FrazierDrake" for ten years. They publish a blog covering mountain life, events, and
landscapes (Myldyllwild.org). Both came to Idyllwild at age seven and have lived there full-time
since 2001. ROBERT B. SMITH is a scientist, prize-winning essayist, newspaper columnist, and
history writer. His lifelong acquaintance with the San Jacinto Mountains drove him to settle

permanently in Idyllwild in 2001. This is his third book on the area.
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